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Common Verbs Followed by the Gerund
(Base Form of Verb + -ing)

acknowledge 	endure 	postpone
admit 	enjoy 	practise (US practice)
appreciate 	escape 	prevent
avoid 	explain 	prohibit
can't help 	feel like 	quit
can't stand 	finish 	recall
celebrate 	forgive 	regret
consider 	give up (stop) 	report
delay 	imagine 	resent
deny 	justify 	resist
detest 	keep (continue) 	risk
discontinue 	mention 	suggest
dislike 	mind (object to) 	understand
dispute 	miss

Common Verbs Followed by the Infinitive
(To + Base Form of Verb)

afford 	decide 	pay
agree 	deserve 	prepare
appear 	expect 	pretend
ask 	fail 	promise
arrange 	hope 	refuse
attempt 	hurry 	request
begin 	learn 	seem
can't afford 	manage 	threaten
can't wait 	mean 	want
choose 	need 	wish
consent 	offer 	would like

Common Verbs Followed by the Gerund or the Infinitive

begin 	intend 	remember*
bother 	like 	start
continue 	love 	stop*
forget* 	prefer 	try
hate 	regret*

*These verbs can be followed by either the gerund or the infinitive but there is a big difference in meaning.

Verbs Followed by Objects and the Infinitive

advise† 	forbid† 	recommend†
allow† 	force 	remind
ask* 	hire 	require
cause 	invite 	teach
choose* 	need* 	tell
convince 	order 	urge
enable 	pay* 	want*
encourage† 	permit† 	warn
expect* 	persuade 	would like*

*These verbs can also be followed by the infinitive without an object (example: ask to leave or
ask someone to leave).

† There are two possible structures after these verbs: verb + -ing or verb + object + to
(example: she doesn’t allow smoking in the house or she doesn’t allow him to smoke in the
house).
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Summer Term
Verb + infinitive or -ing form
· Revise the list of the verbs followed by infinitives and -ing forms from the Winter Semester.
· We also use the -ing form after the preposition ´to´ with verbs and expressions such as: look forward to, be used to (být zvyklý na), object to, get used to (zvyknout si na), in addition to

Example: 	She objects to working on Saturdays.
I am looking forward to hearing from you soon.
He was used to getting up very early.
She can´t get used to working for such a large company.
· Verbs taking the to-infinitive or the -ing form without a change in meaning: Begin, start, continue, propose, bother, intend, like, love, hate

Example: 	It began to rain. It began raining.
She likes to read/reading books.
Don´t bother to lay/laying the table.

Advise, allow, permit, recommend, encourage take the to-infinitive when they are followed by an object or when they are in the passive form. They take the -ing form when they are not followed by an object.

Example: 	He advised us to book in advance. (object)
We were advised to book in advance. (passive)
We advise booking in advance. (no object)
I wouldn´t recommend anybody to stay in that hotel.
I wouldn´t recommend staying in that hotel.
She doesn´t allow smoking in her house.
She doesn´t allow us to smoke in her house.
We aren´t allowed to smoke in her house.

Need, require, want + -ing form
This construction often shows that it is necessary to repair or improve something.
Need can also be followed by a passive infinitive.

Example: 	The carpet needs hoovering.
The carpet needs to be hoovered.
The batteries need changing.
The batteries need to be changed.

· Verbs taking the to-infinitive or the -ing form with a change in meaning (forget, remember, regret, try, go on, stop)
- forget + to-infinitive = not remember a responsibility, duty, or task
Ex. I have to go out. I forgot to buy a newspaper.
Sam often forgets to lock the door.

- forget + -ing form = not to recall something that happened in the past
Ex. I´ll never forget travelling by plane for the first time.
We´ll never forget seeing the Alps for the first time.

- remember + to-infinitive = not forget responsibility, duty, or task
Ex. Did you remember to tell Sam about the meeting?
Judy always remembers to lock the door.

- remember + -ing form = recall something that happened in the past
Ex. I remember talking to him before.
I remember seeing the Alps for the first time. The sight was impressive.
I am absolutely sure I locked the door. I clearly remember locking it.

- go on + to-infinitive = then, do or say something new
Ex. She introduced herself and went on to talk about her new book.
After disccussing economy, the minister then went on to talk about foreign policy.

- go on + -ing form = continue doing the same thing
Ex. He went on writing letters until 10:00.
The minister went on talking for two hours.
We must change our ways. We can´t go on living like this.

- regret + to-infinitive = be sorry to, I´m sorry that I have to say
Ex. We regret to inform you that you have failed.
We regret to say we are unable to offer you the job.

- regret + -ing form = feel sorry about something that happened in the past
Ex. I now regret saying what I said, I shouldn´t have said that.
He regretted selling his house.
I regret lending him some money. He never paid me back.

- try + to-infinitive = attempt, do one´s best, make an effort
Ex. I am trying to learn English.
We tried to move the heavy branch to the side of the road.

- try + -ing form = do st as an experiment
Ex. If you can´t go to sleep, try drinking some milk.
The room was hot. I tried opening the window, but that didn´t help. So I tried turning on the fan, but I was still hot. Finally, I turned on the air conditioner.

- stop + to-infinitive = stop briefly to do st else
Ex. He stopped to fill the tank with petrol.
We stopped to have some rest.

- stop + -ing form = finish, give up
Ex. He stopped drinking coffee because it upset his stomach.
She stopped smoking.
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