A universal reference

25 kings of France were crowned at the
Cathedral of Reims, which acquired a

European destiny after the Franco-German
Konrad Adenauer in July 1962.
d e I 2 e | | | | S of Gothic architecture, the Cathedral,

Learn the tale of reconciliation, which was made official
Notre-Dame de Reims is also crucial in
qualified as a universal reference,

( ath o d r'al has been on the UNESCO World Heritage

N —t D under its arches by Charles de Gaulle and
terms of the history of art: a centrepiece
List since 1991.
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A history spanning the centuries
Other cathedrals preceded the construction of
the current edifice, which began in 121 1.On the
same site, on ancient Roman baths, a Paleochris-
tian cathedral was erected, the first building in the
western world dedicated to the Virgin Mary. Pre-
ceded by a baptistery, Clovis was baptised here at
the end of the 5 century by Bishop Remi. This
founding act imparted the site with a historical
destiny : the tradition of crowning the kings of
France in Reims. In the 9% century, Louis the Pious,
following his imperial coronation in Reims, autho-
rised the town's ramparts to be partially disman-
tled, and the stones were used to build a cathedral
characteristic of Carolingian architecture. Transfor-
med and rebuilt, the building bumed down on 6
May 1210. Exactly one year later,on 6 May 1211,
building of a new cathedral started.

From the coronation of Henri ¥ in 1027, the
Kings of France come to Reims to be crowned
that is to say 30 kings except Louis VI, Henri IV
and Louis XVIII.

800 years ago...

When construction of the cathedral started in May 121 1,a ﬁrst
generation of Gothic cathedrals had already been built in Senlis,
Noyon, Laon and Paris. These buildings were not as elevated in-
side due to an exterior strut consisting of relatively simple flying
buttresses. Then, in Soissons, Chartres and Reims, followed by
Amiens and Beauvais, cathedrals were made higher and brighter
to meet demand from theologians of the time.

The builders of the Cathedral of Reims innovated with a slender
window-chassis, repeated throughout the building. They hollo-
wed out stone tympanums above the three portals on the fa-
cade, which were replaced with stained-glass windows for the
first time in the history of architecture.

The vault of the nave (38 m) is supported outside by flying but-
tresses, whose technical purpose is disguised with processions
of angels. The ornamentation and decor of the cathedral are
the results, like the architecture, of innovative fiair: the stained-
glass windows inside illustrate tales narrated by the profusion
of statues outside. The Cathedral is the manifesto of monarchy
crowned in Reims, with Mary “queen of the sky”, to whom the
cathedral is devoted, present everywhere, and with the recur
rent representation of the symbolic refationship between kings
in the Bible and the kings of France.

The Cathedral's construction began with the apse and conti-
nued with the structure throughout the |3% century; the tops
of the towers were only completed in the 15" century, when a
fire destroyed the framework in 1481:the roof was rebuilt and
work stopped in 1516 before the spires that had been planned
were erected.
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From the 20t to 215t century

Emblematic of the history of France, the Cathedral was set on
fire in 1914 by the German artillery and was a target until the
end of the First World War. Henri Deneux, chief architect of
Historical Monuments, raised the cathedral from its ruins and,
thanks to the generosity of John D. Rockefeller | fitted it with a
reinforced concrete frame, which today is an undeniable advan-
tage supporting the rebuilt lead roof.



The tradition of stained-glass windows

AARA “AAAAAAA ' ARBA

AhaRasaE

© J-C Hanchéd

Dream of colours

The cathedral facade showcased in an exceptional
presentation.

The City of Reims offers you the chance to enjoy a wonderful
imaginary journey through time. Created by Skertzo, the heritage
scenographers,“Réve de Couleurs” (Coloured Dream) is a visual
show that transforms the architecture, bringing the host of
sculptures on the cathedral to life.

The paper cathedral becomes an illumination.

The architect’s pencil outlines the plan...

Shouts ring out. Stones clatter. The framework rises.

The unceasing ballet of the builders erects a cathedral.

It is immense.

The colours of the coronations, the immense ornaments in front
of the portals, the crowd flocking in, the gold, the facade shim-
mering with a thousand points of light, here is where the kings
are crowned.

Soon the sculptures are revealed in the beauty of their colours:
the pink of a cheek, the black of a pupil, the gold of fabric,a blue
plumed wing and the angel with the hint of a smile...
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The Cathedral of Reims is...

* An international label, UNESCO listed in 1991

* The Cathedral where the kings of France were
crowned from the |0th century

» A major achievement of Gothic art with 2,303 statues

* 1.5 million visitors per year, from all over the world

» A total exterior length of 149.17 m

* Nave height of 38 m

* Height of the two facade towers of 81.50 m

Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Reims
Place du Cardinal Lucon

51100 Reims, France

Open every day from 7.30 am to 7.30 pm
www.cathedrale-reims.com

Office de Tourisme de Reims

Tourist office near the Cathedral

2, rue Guillaume de Machault

51100 Reims, France

Tel : +33 (0)892 701 351 - Fax:33 (0)3 26 77 45 19

www.reims-tourisme.com
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“La cpge a écureuil

ou S
grueldes batisseurs

A toutes les époques, les batisseurs

ont inventé ou modernisé des sys- .

temes qui leur permettaient de lever -

de lourdes charges avec un mini- Parvis

mum d’efforts. de la Cathédrale,

| Ces “grues médiévales™ en bois utili- au pied

saient le corps de l'ouvrier marchant de la Tour nord,

a lintérieur du tambour pour >

construire des cathédrales de plus Du 14 mai

L en plus hautes et lumineuses. au 23 octobre
C’est donc le poids de l'individu qui 2011

&' estl'énergie. Les diametres des tam-

W bours varient de 4 a 5 métres pour

L lever environ 500 kilos grace a une

& seule personne. La cage a écureuil

ot est I'engin de construction le plus

puissant du Moyen Age.
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Tous les samedis au mois de de14hai9h
ainsi que les jours suivants :
Samedi14: 14 h-22 h,dimanche 15: 14 h-19h

Tous les samedis au mois de de14hai9h
ainsi que les jours suivants : '
Jeudi2:14h-19h, vendredi3: 14 h-22h
Samedi4: 14 h-22h,dimanche5:14h-19h
Dimanche 12:14h-19h,lundi13:14h-19h

Tous les dimanches au mois de de14ha19h
ainsi que les jours suivants :

Jeudi 14, vendredi 15 et samedi 16: 14 h - 19h

Tous les dimanches au mois d’ de14dhai9h

ainsi que les jours suivants :
Samedi13etlundi15: 14h-19h

Tous les samedis au mois de de14ha19h
Etledimanche18:14h-17h
Tous les samedis au mois d’ de1d4hai9h

Etle dimanche 23:14h-19h
Reims, BM, GG 124, p. 304 i
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